Materials and Methods
Chemicals and dry solvents were purchased from Aldrich, Alfa Aesar and Merck were used without further purification unless otherwise mentioned. TLC was performed on Fluka silica gel 60 F254 coated aluminium foil. Flash chromatography was carried out with Silica Gel 60 from Aldrich (60-43 μm). Spectroscopic measurements were recorded in Na-Pi buffer solution (10 mM, pH = 7) with 250 mM NaCl using quartz glass cuvettes (10 mm). Absorption spectra were recorded with a Varian Cary 100 spectrometer equipped with a 6x6 cell changer unit at 20 °C. 
Preparation of modified oligonucleotides
Oligonucleotides were prepared on an Expedite 8909 Synthesizer from Applied Biosystems (ABI) using standard phosphoramidite chemistry. Reagents and controlled pore glass (CPG) (1 μmol) were purchased from ABI and Glen Research.
The 2´propargyl-uridine (cU) was purchased from ChemGenes. DNA synthesis was performed using standard coupling conditions since the cU building block contains a phosphoramidite group at the 3´-position and a DMT group at the 5´-position. The concentration of the artificial building block was increased to 0.1 M (MeCN). After preparation, the oligonucleotides were cleaved from the resin and deprotected by treatment with conc. NH 4 OH at room temperature for 24 h. 
DNA purification
The modified oligonucleotides were purified by HPLC on a semi preparative RP-C18 column (300 Å, Supelco) using the following conditions: A) NH 4 OAc buffer (50 mM), 
